RS/ CS 270

INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE RELIGION
Dr. Hugh B. Urban

Department of Comparative Studies

334 Dulles Hall

phone: 292-9855

e-mail: urban.41@osu.edu
office hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 11:30 –1:00 and by appointment

Purpose and Outline


What is religion? Why are there so many of them? What is the relationship between religion and politics today, especially in the context of globalization and transnationalism? And why is there so much violence and conflict in the name of religion? 


This course is intended to provide a general introduction to the comparative study of religion, which will address these and other fundamental questions. We will begin with a critical discussion of the basic question "what is (and isn't) religion," by examining one of the controversial new religions in America today, the Church of Scientology. We will discuss several major theories of religion, from Freud and Marx to the "perennial philosophy," as possible ways of making sense of complex movements like this one. In the rest of the course, we will then look at a series five major traditions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Native American religions, and contemporary millenarian Christian movements. We also have one open week at the end in which we can discuss any other religion or contemporary issue, based on the students' interest. To conclude, we will discuss several different ways of making sense of the plurality and diversity of religious traditions today. 


In addition to lectures, films, and discussions, this class will involve at least two optional field trips to religious organizations in the Columbus area. Students are expected to complete one mid-term and one final exam, as well as two field observation papers based on  visits to religious organizations or events that are significantly different from their own.   


READINGS


Required Texts 

(available at SBX Book Store and on reserve at Main Library)

Edward Conze, ed., Buddhist Scriptures
Barbara Stoler Miller, trans., The Bhagavad Gita: Krishna’s Council in Time of War 
Michael Sells, Approaching the Qur’an: The Early Revelations 
Huston Smith, One Nation Under God: The Triumph of the Native American Church
Catherine Wessinger, How the Millennium Comes Violently: From Jonestown to Heaven’s Gate 
Items on Electronic Reserve

There will also be a few readings available on electronic reserve. 

The address is: http://library.ohio-state.edu/search/p 

Type in my name (Urban, Hugh) and then the course number to access the readings.
Recommended Text

Mary Pat Fisher, Living Religions 

REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATIONS

Evaluations in this class will be based on five things: 


1. Two short ungraded but mandatory written assignments (1-2 pages) at the beginning 
and end of the quarter on the question: "What I think about religion and the way the 
world is."


2. Attendance to all lectures and recitations except in the case of valid excuse. More than 
four unexcused absences in the lectures and more than two unexcused absences in the 
recitations will result in a lower grade. 


3. One mid-term exam (33% of final grade)


4. One Final exam (33% of final grade)


5. Two field observation papers based on visits to and critical discussion of religious 
organizations or events (33% of final grade). These must be traditions that are 
significantly different from the one in which the student was raised (i.e., if you're 
Catholic, try visiting the Hindu Temple or the Zen Buddhist center). This could also be 
based on an interview with a leader or member of some other religious group. 
STUDENT RIGHTS AND CONDUCT


Any student with a documented disability who  may require special accommodations should identify him or herself to the instructor as early in the quarter as possible to receive effective and timely accommodations. You may also wish to contact the Office for Disability Services (150 Pomerene Hall, 292-3307). 


Students are expected to know the rules regarding academic misconduct, particularly the rules regarding plagiarism, as stated in the University's Code of Student Conduct. All cases of plagiarism will be treated very seriously according to the University's guidelines. 

SYLLABUS

INTRODUCTION: (Potentially) the most important course you'll ever take


Sept. 22
Introductions, Syllabus, Requirements

WEEK I.  WHAT IS AND ISN’T RELIGION?  A Controversial Case Study


Sept. 27
The Church of Scientology: Valid Religion or “Cult of Greed"?




Visit the following web-sites on-line: 




The Church of Scientology: http://www.scientology.org/




The University of Virginia Religious Movements Page:




 http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/nrms/scientology.html


Sept.28

The Scientology Controversy: An In-class Debate




Read: "The Cult of Greed" (Electronic Reserve)




Visit: the Church of Scientology page again 





and "Operation Clambake" (http://www.xenu.net/)


Sept. 29
Theories of Religion: Psychological Approaches



Read: Freud, "The Future of an Illusion" and Jung, "Psychology and 




Religion" (Electronic Reserve)

* * * * * FIRST SHORT, UNGRADED BUT MANDATORY PAPER DUE SEPT. 29* * * * *

WEEK II. THEORIES OF RELIGION, CONT: Making sense of Scientology and Religion Itself


Oct. 4

Sociological and Scientific Approaches: Durkheim and Wilson




Read: Durkheim, "The Elementary forms of the Religious Life" 

(Electronic Reserve)


Oct. 5

Marxist and Feminist Approaches: Karl Marx  and Mary Daly




Read:  Marx on Religion and Daly, Beyond God the Father 

 (Electronic Reserve)


Oct. 6

Comparative Religion Approaches: Mircea Eliade and Huston Smith




Read: Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane (Electronic reserve)

WEEK III. THE HINDU RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS


Oct.  11
The Origins of Hinduism;  The Path of Knowledge: Jnana




Read: Bhagavad  Gita, pp.1-17, 21-39




Recommended: Fisher, Living Religions, chapter 3


Oct. 12
The Path of Action and Duty: Karma and Dharma




Read: Bhagavad Gita, pp.41-69



Oct. 13
The Path of Devotion: Bhakti




Read: Bhagavad Gita, pp.77-113, 143-151




Film: "Puja"

* * * * * FIRST FIELD OBSERVATION PAPER DUE OCT. 13* * * * *

WEEK IV.  HINDUISM AND BUDDHISM, from India to the U.S.  


Oct. 18

Hinduism in America today




Film: "Hare Krishnas  -- Hiders or Seekers?"


Oct. 19

The Buddhist Tradition: the Life of the Buddha and early Buddhism




Read: Buddhist Scriptures, pp. 11-16, 34-66, 98-116, 145-51, 156-57, 182-99




Recommended: Fisher, Living Religions, chapter 5


Oct. 20

The Great Vehicle: Mahayana Buddhism




Read: Buddhist Scriptures, pp.164-180, 197-211, 232-236




Film clip: "The Principles and Practice of Zen"

WEEK V.  BUDDHISM, CONT. 


Oct.  25

The Thunderbolt Vehicle: Tantric or Esoteric Buddhism




Read: Buddhist Scriptures, pp. 226-232




Film clip: "The Tibetan Book of the Dead"


Oct. 26

Buddhism in America today


Oct. 27 

* * * * * MID TERM EXAM * * * * * 

Week VI.  ISLAM: PEACE AND SUBMISSION TO GOD


Nov. 1

Special Topic: Religion and the 2004  Election




An In-class discussion and debate

Nov.2

Islam: the life of the Prophet and early Islam



Read: Approaching the Qur'an, pp.1-28, 42-67




Recommended: Fisher, Living Religions, chapter 10




Film clip: "The Hajj"


Nov.  3

Shi'ites and Sunnis; Women and Social Issues

Read: Approaching the Qur'an, pp. 72-99

WEEK VII.  ISLAM, CONT.;  NATIVE AMERICAN RELIGIONS


Nov. 8

Sufism, or Islamic Mysticism




Read: Approaching the Qur'an, pp.100-141




Film clip: "I am a Sufi, I am a Muslim"

Nov. 9

Islam in the world today: From Al Qaeda to Iraq


Nov. 10

Native American Traditions: From the Ghost Dance to Peyote




Read: Smith and Snake, One Nation Under God, pp.7-27, 105-119, 167-73




Fisher, Living Religions, pp.44-78



* * * * * SECOND FIELD OBSERVATION PAPER DUE NOV.10 * * * * *

WEEK VIII.  NATIVE AMERICAN TRADITIONS, cont. CHRISTIANITY AND THE 

MILLENNIUM 


Nov. 15

The Native American Church, cont. 




Read: Smith and Snake, One Nation Under God, pp.31-101

Nov. 16

The NAC and the Peyote Controversy 

Read: Smith and Snake, One Nation Under God, pp.12-53

Film: "The Peyote Road"


Nov. 17 
How the Millennium comes Violently: The Peoples' Temple




Read: Wessinger, How the Millennium Comes Violently, pp.1-52

WEEK IX. RELIGION, VIOLENCE AND THE END OF THE WORLD, cont. 

Nov. 22

 The Branch Davidians and the Waco Disaster




Read: Wessinger, How the Millennium Comes Violently, pp.56-103

Niv.23

Heaven's Gate, UFO’s and Cyber-space




Read: Wessinger, How the Millennium Comes Violently, pp.218-246


Nov. 24

A Contemporary Christian View of the End: Left Behind



Film clip: "Left Behind"
WEEK X.  WHAT DO YOU WANT TO LEARN ABOUT RELIGION?

Nov. 29

Open Class: topic to be determined by student vote 


Nov. 30

Open Class: topic to be determined by student vote


Dec. 1

Summary: Four ways to make sense of the diversity of religions
* * * FINAL EXAM: DEC. ?* * * *

SECOND SHORT, UNGRADED PAPER DUE 

NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN THE COLUMBUS AREA


For most of these groups, you should probably call in advance to find out the schedule of services/ events and to let them know you are coming. 

	Bharatiya Hindu Temple

3671 Hyatts Rd.

Powell, OH

740-369-0717

Krishna House

379 W. 8th Ave

Columbus, OH

421-1661

Karme Thegsum Choling

Tibetan Meditation Center

231 S. Grubb St. 

228-6546

Zen Columbus Sangha

Meditation sessions at First Unitarian Universalist Church

93 W. Weisheimer

Columbus, OH 43214

Web-site: http://worldwidehideout.com/zen/index2.html

Baha'i Faith

1993 Sunbury Road

337-9990


	Yellow Springs Dharma Center

502 Livermore St. 

Yellow Springs, OH

937-767-9919

Jain Center of Central Ohio

PO Box 310

Reynoldsburg, OH 43068

863-5436

Gurdwara Sahib Sikh Temple

2580 W. Dublin Granville Rd. 

Columbus, OH 

761-0007

Islamic Center 

1428 E. Broad St. 

Columbus, OH 43201

253-3251

Hillel Foundation

46 E. 16th Ave

294-4797
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